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Promoting British Values at Claregate Primary School 

 
 
 
In June 2014, Michael Gove reinforced that all schools should actively promote ‘British 
Values’. The then Education Secretary made the pledge after the “Trojan Horse” 
investigations in Birmingham instigated the alleged takeover of the city’s schools by hard 
line Islamists. Our rationale that follows will detail, the British values proposed by 
Michael Gove and David Cameron, concerns and criticisms of this proposal, what we 
already do at Claregate Primary School and new ideas to promote British Values further 
in our school.  
 
British Values  
The government set out its definition of British Values in the 2011 “Prevent” Strategy. 
These are the values of: democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect 
and tolerance of those of different faiths and beliefs  
 
In November 2014 subsequent guidance was published by The Department for 
Education states: 
 
Through their provision of SMSC, schools should: 
 
• enable students to develop their self-knowledge, self-esteem and self-confidence; 
 
• enable students to distinguish right from wrong and to respect the civil and criminal law 
of England; 
 
• encourage students to accept responsibility for their behaviour, show initiative, and to 
understand how they can contribute positively to the lives of those living and working in 
the locality of the school and to society more widely; 
 
• enable students to acquire a broad general knowledge of and respect for public 
institutions and services in England; 
 
• further tolerance and harmony between different cultural traditions by enabling 
students to acquire an appreciation of and respect for their own and other cultures; 
 
• encourage respect for other people; and 
 
• encourage respect for democracy and support for participation in the democratic 
processes, including respect for the basis on which the law is made and applied in 
England. 
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The list below describes the understanding and knowledge expected of pupils as 
a result of schools promoting fundamental British values. 
 
• an understanding of how citizens can influence decision-making through the 
democratic process; 
 
• an appreciation that living under the rule of law protects individual citizens and is 
essential for their wellbeing and safety; 
 
• an understanding that there is a separation of power between the executive and the 
judiciary, and that while some public bodies such as the police and the army can be held 
to account through Parliament, others such as the courts maintain independence; 
 
• an understanding that the freedom to choose and hold other faiths and beliefs is 
protected in law; 
 
• an acceptance that other people having different faiths or beliefs to oneself (or having 
none) should be accepted and tolerated, and should not be the cause of prejudicial or 
discriminatory behaviour; and 
 
• an understanding of the importance of identifying and combatting discrimination. 
 
DfE (2014) - Promoting fundamental British values as part of SMSC in schools  
 
Schools will now be expected to focus on, and be able to show how their work with 
pupils is effective in, embedding fundamental British values. Actively promoting also 
means challenging pupils, staff or parents expressing opinions contrary to fundamental 
British values. 
  
Concerns and Criticism  
The move immediately sparked controversy with Labour’s Shadow Education Secretary 
Tristram Hunt arguing: “Amongst the greatest of British values is an education system 
which welcomes and integrates migrant communities, builds successful citizens in a 
multi-cultural society, secures safety and high standards for all and you are failing do so 
Russell Hobby, general secretary of the National Association of Head Teachers (NAHT) 
believes that Headteachers will be “sceptical when a politician makes a statement in 
response to a crisis” adding that "They're never thought through, never debated, the 
crisis goes and a different one comes, but the requirements on schools don't end. They 
can only do so much and the time spent on this takes away from the core. There are 
only so many hours in the school day."  
 
Furthermore, Malcolm Trobe, deputy general secretary of the Association of School and 
College Leaders (ASCL) says schools are already working to promote core British 
values "For the vast majority of schools, this will make no difference to what they're 
doing, because they're already engaged in this agenda," says Mr Trobe. "Classroom 
teachers will continue to do what they always have done, which is developing young 
people to work together as a community, whether that's as a teaching group or a 
school."  
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There are debates as to whether these are “British”, Universal or even European values 
and of course there are many aspects that cross many cultures and religions.  BUT they 
are still British values even if not uniquely so. 
 
Promoting Key British Value at Claregate Primary School  
 
We believe we can follow on from Mr Trobe because this is exactly where Claregate 
Primary School finds itself. We have a belief in freedom, tolerance of others, we accept 
our personal and social responsibilities and uphold the rule of school.  Our school motto 
of ‘Each For All’ sits well within the current agenda. 
  
We have a fully functional School Council where the members are democratically 
nominated by each class and displayed prominently in school. They meet regularly with 
a designated member of staff. 
 
Our children are taught and are engaged with the playground, class and school rules. 
Making the right choice and the effects of their choice is constantly re-enforced in the 
school community. We have a yellow and red card disciplinary system where the 
children learn that there will be consequences following their actions. All incidents are 
logged and analysed for trends and repeat incidents. 
 
Our children know how to keep safe, they are taught about on-line safety and dangers of 
strangers from an early age and these are part of our classroom teaching. We have road 
NSPCC talks, safety teams, bike safety sessions to help our children to be safe outside 
on the roads. 
  
Our PHSE lessons teach the children about mutual respect. We have a supportive Child 
and Family worker who provides pastoral support to children and their families where 
they know they can talk about any troubles they may have. 
  
Within the curriculum, the children are taught about different faiths in our RE lessons. 
The children know about free trade and we celebrate the languages and countries of our 
EAL learners. 
  
Ideas to promote British Values  
 
At Claregate we have considered this in detail and how what we teach and how it is 
taught can best be planned to ensure our children develop into excellent citizens of our 
country. 
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Therefore, we have identified twelve key objectives and developed them across the 
school, linking into a range of subject areas where possible for the greatest effect: 
 
 
1. To identify with different people and their cultures 
2. To respect the opinions and beliefs of others 
3. To uphold the rule of law 
4. To appreciate the importance of equality before the law 
5. To cherish the individual liberty afforded to citizens of the United Kingdom 
6. To support the principle of freedom of expression 
7. To have some understanding of how a democratic political system works 
8. To understand and exercise the notion of fair play 
9. To be committed to personal and social responsibilities 
10. To develop a sense of community and togetherness 
11. To be aware of significant personalities, events and turning points in our 

history 
12. To be conversant with examples of British creativity and/or culture 
 
We are currently mapping where these objectives will integrate with the new school 
curriculum.  We are also ensure that current or planned whole school activities address 
the promotion of British Values. 
 
We will run a program throughout the year to study such Significant British Events: 
  

 Remembrance for WW1 & WW2 (especially with the centenary of the start of WW1 
this year). And part of curriculum study.  Many History topics cover British History. 

 Harvest festival – all donations to ‘The Well’ Wolverhampton Food bank. 

 School Council Elections – Democracy. 

 Operation Christmas Child – Samaritans Purse – Christmas gift boxes for other 
children around the world. 

 Children in Need. 

 800 year anniversary of the signing of the Magna Carter  

 We can celebrate the birth of William & Kate’s baby in March/April and look at our 
Constitutional Monarchy. 

 We will have our own mock election each General Election  

 Who is the Greatest Great Briton? – as part of our overall curriculum coverage on 
class will  each class could research their own Briton. There are so many to choose 
from Florence Nightingale, Sir Winston Churchill, Michael Faraday etc.  

 Our RE curriculum follows locally agreed SACRE guidelines and teaches knowledge, 
research skills, understanding and tolerance. 

 
We have a curriculum map which makes this learning an entitlement each year.   
 


