
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Newsletter Autumn 1 

Key reading events: 

 We have raised over £300 in commission from the Book Fair last week. Each class will now select a 
book of their choice from the money raised. Thank you again to those who came and bought books! 

 Many reading meetings have taken place for parents over this half term so thank you to those who 
came. We hope you have taken away some ideas for how to encourage your children to read more. 

 We will be celebrating World Book Day on Friday 28th February. More information will be shared closer 
to the date. 

Welcome to our first issue of the Claregate reading newsletter. Each half term we will share 
news about what is going on throughout school to support our children in accessing and 
enjoying a wide range of books. We will also be sharing useful links, key dates for reading 
events and recommendations for all year groups. Enjoy! 

 

Children’s author and storyteller Fay Evans 
came to visit EYFS and KS1 to share her 
books ‘Bob’s Beard’ and ‘Fred the Fire-

Sneezing Dragon’. She read her stories using 
a story box where the children were able to 

take part in acting out her books. The 
children really enjoyed hearing her stories 

and having the chance to meet a real 
author. 

Thank you to everyone who bought a copy 
of the book! 

We have had visitors! 

Useful links: 
 https://clpe.org.uk/library-and-resources/book-of-the-week - A new book is showcased each week 

chosen by a librarian. 
 https://www.booksfortopics.com/yeargroups - Lists of books relevant for each year group.  
 https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/ - Another list but this one includes different types of texts. For 

example, newspapers, non-fiction and magazines. 
 https://thephoenixcomic.co.uk/ - A children’s book club with weekly recommendations.  

Author and illustrator Alexis Deacon ran a 
workshop with some of the Year 2 children 
to share how he started writing children’s 

books. The children then had the chance to 
see Alexis at the Grand Theatre for The 

Children’s Bookshow. They watched Alexis’s 
journey to becoming an illustrator and he 

entertained the children with dramatic 
readings of his books.  

https://clpe.org.uk/library-and-resources/book-of-the-week
https://www.booksfortopics.com/yeargroups
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/
https://thephoenixcomic.co.uk/


 

Book recommendations for the half term:  

EYFS 
 
 
Bears Don’t Eat Egg 
Sandwiches by Julie  

Fulton and Rachel 
Suzanne 

 
Jack has a rather grizzly visitor arrive 

for lunch but it doesn’t want to eat 
any of Jacks’ egg sandwiches. 

So what do bears eat for lunch? 
 

Years 1-2 
 

The Bear and the Piano by David 
Litchfield. 

 
This is a picture book  

that would still tell 
 the story perfectly  

without words. However,  
the words are a  

beautiful story of a bear  
who has extraordinary 
talents and leaves the 

 woods to become a star. 
Years 3-4 

 
The Accidental Prime  
Minister by Tom  
McLaughlin 
 
When schoolboy Joe’s 
video about how he would 
make the world a better place goes 
viral, he becomes very popular and 
very famous! Follow Joe’s funny 
journey in which he makes buses 
banana shaped, cats have hats and 
trains have swimming pools. 

Years 5-6 
 

The Boy at the Back of the Class by 
Onjali Q Rauf. 

 
This charming book tells the story of a 
refugee child starting a school  
in England, highlighting the 
importance of friendship  
and kindness. 
 

 
 

 

 

Year 3 pen pal! 

The children in Year 3 have been writing to author and storyteller Margaret Bateson-Hill to 
share book recommendations by writing postcards. The children will discover a wide range of 
books from an expert in children’s literature, while being inspired through regular contact and 

skype sessions. 

She will also be visiting our school on Friday 28th February to celebrate World Book Day. 

For more information visit https://www.bookpenpals.com/ 

One of the children from Year 2 showing their love for 
reading! The children had to write about what they 

would save in a fire. 

https://www.bookpenpals.com/

