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Welcome to a new school year and congratulations for an impressive start - impeccable uniform 

and wonderful attitudes towards the year ahead. We have never had such a calm and studious 

Reception class and all of the new children throughout the school are wonderful. 
Staffing Matters 

Welcome to Miss Reeves our new Year 1 teacher and to Mrs McLaughlin who will be providing 
cover from Nursery up to Year 2.  I hope they really enjoy being at Claregate and I am sure that you 
will get to know them in the coming weeks. 

The Government has insisted that schools and local authorities intervene if a child’s attendance falls 
below 90% over time.  Don’t be surprised if you are visited at home following non-notification of a 
child’s absence or for generally poor attendance for no good reason.  Improving punctuality is 
another key target.  Children should arrive no later than 08.45 Year R to 6. 

Reminders 
 Please sign up to Twitter and follow @claregatepri for school news and important information. 

 If you have changed your mobile ‘phone number / address, or your child has any new dietary or medical 
details please do not forget to tell us. 

 The gates will remain locked until 08.35 a.m. 

 Fathers with Parental Rights who do not live with their child are entitled to school reports.  Please ask for 
names and addresses to be put on our postal distribution list. 

 Milk will now be given out at lunchtime not lesson time. 

 PE kit should be in school at all times.  We will be keeping a list of children who do not have kit and asking 
parents to ensure that this is provided. 

 Dinner money is now £2.40 a day and £12 per week (Monday morning payments only please). 
 Any money coming into school should be in a sealed envelope, clearly marked with your child’s name, 

class and what the payment is for.  External clubs and activities such as Fairplay must be put in a separate 
envelope for the sports coaches to deal with.  Many thanks! 

Results July 2017 
As promised, I said I would publish the results from last year.  As the children progress they make excellent 

progress as you can see at KS2. 

 National Average % Claregate Average % 
Reception National Good Level of Development 71 72.2 

Year 1 Phonics Test Pass 81 92 

Year 2 Reading 76 72 

Year 2 Writing 68 56 

Year 2 Maths 75 71 

Year 6 Reading 71 78 

Year 6 Writing 76 85 

Year 6 Maths 70 78 

Year 6 Spelling Punctuation and Grammar 77 93 
In addition to the good Key Stage 2 results, progress was also well above average. 

As I stated in the Newsletter before we broke up, we were assessing people who could possibly run a private 
Nursery to sit alongside our Nursery class and provide all day care for Nursery age children.  Mr Kirkland 
Walker a current Nursery owner was given the go-ahead and we are planning the structural changes and 
approaching the LA for planning permission.  This will be a long process but we are hoping that the Nursery 
will be open in the first part of next calendar year. 

Each year in September, we run a British Values week.  Children have been learning all about our unique 
identity and traditions.  Do ask them, they have been fascinated! 
A current trend on the Internet is live streaming on Youtube and Instagram.  As well as good fun, this can have its 
dangers.  You may find it prudent to spot check or monitor what activity goes on and inform your child of the dangers of 
talking to strangers, giving away personal details and the possibility of “grooming”.  We do teach E Safety in school, but 
the truth is that even knowing the dangers, they still sometimes engage in risky online behaviour.  If you want to know 
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more log into https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/over-1-10-young-people-have-%E2%80%98gone-
live%E2%80%99 and if you want advice try http://www.childnet.com/young-people/secondary/hot-

topics/livestreaming 
We are starting a new procedure for lost property.  All items labelled with the child’s name will obviously be 

returned to them, but unlabelled property will be disposed of after a month.  Each July the pile has become so 

vast we had nowhere to put it.  Just ask a member of staff if you want to have a rummage - children are 

notoriously poor at finding their own belongings! 

On Wednesday I will be going to the Parliament as part of a “Parliamentary Review” publication.  Claregate 

have been recognised for our outstanding work in improving children’s education.  When the document is 

published I will provide a link and you can read what has been said about us.  Mr Murphy. 

Mrs Holt is sending out a letter informing you that Accelerated Reader quizzes can now be taken at home.  It 

is vitally important that they do this independently and WITHOUT HELP just as they would in a test.  If they 

get help and a false picture of their understanding is given, it will show up in their Star Reader Test half-termly. 

All letters sent out by school will now be published on the website.  Up to now it has only been these 

newsletters. 

Dates for Your Diary 

School holidays including 2018/19 are published on 
http://www.wolverhampton.gov.uk/termdates 
We will be making better use of the school website 
for dates, so do check it regularly please.  
Friday October 20th will be a staff training day and 
the school including Nursery will be closed. 
5th-8th September: British Values week 
11th-15th September: Year 6 mock test week 
9th-13th October: Year 1-5 test week 
12th and 13th October: School Photographs 
16th October: Harvest donations to school please 
19th October: Year 5 Harvest Festival for Parent / Carers 
(2:15 p.m.) 
20th October INSET School Closed to pupils. 
23rd-27th October: Half term holiday 
3rd November: Witches and Wizards Day Early Years 10 – 
11 a.m. more details to follow. 
17th November: Children in Need Week. 
27th November: 1st December: Year 6 mock test week 
28th November: Reception Year 1,2,3 and 4: Influenza 
immunisation spray (more details to follow). 
30th November: Book Fair for 1 week. 
4th-8th December: Year 1-5 Test Week 
6th December: Timezone for Year 3 
8th December: Clown in Nursery 
11th December: KS1 Christmas for Year 1 parents/ carers 
(1:30 p.m. start) 
12th December: KS1 Christmas for Year 2 parents / carers 
(1:30 p.m. start) 
13th December: Christmas Pantomime Y1 to Y6 
13th and 14th December: Early Years Nativity Play for 
Parent / Carers 10-11 a.m. both days  
14th December: Y4 Christmas for parent / carers (2:15 p.m. 
start) 
18th December: KS1 Christmas craft afternoon (1:15 p.m.) 
19th December: Maths Quiz 
21st-29th December: Christmas Holiday 
 

2nd January: back to school 
5th -9th  February: Year 1-5 Test Week 
13th February: Science Quiz 
19th-23rd February: Half Term Holiday 
9th March: Mother’s Day Inspire Day Early Years 10-11 am 
12th-16th March: Year 6 Test Week 
19th-23rd March: Year 1-Year 5 Test Week 
26th March: Year 3 Easter for school (a.m.) 
27th March: General Knowledge Quiz 
28th March: Year 3 Easter for parents (2:15 p.m.) 
29th March: Easter Bonnet Parade EYFS 10-11 a.m. 
3rd-13th April: Easter Holiday 
8th-11th May: Year 1-5 Test Week 
14th-18th May: Year 6 official test week – strictly no 
absences 
22nd May: Sports Quiz 
28th May: 1st June: Holiday 
15th June: Father’s Day Inspire Day 10-11 a.m. 
19th June: Key Stage 2 Sports Day- 9:30 a.m. for Years 3 & 
4, 1:15 p.m. for Years 5 & 6 
26th June: Reserve Key Stage 2 Sports Day 
29th June: Early Years Healthy Eating /Sports Day 9.30 - 
11.00 a.m. 
2nd-6th July: Year 1-5 Test Week 
9th July: Reports out to parents 
9th July:  Key Stage 1 Sports Day & family picnic: 10 a.m. 
11th July: Sharing Time for Parent / Carers 3:15-5 p.m. 
13th July: Key Stage 1 Sports Reserve 
16th July: Year 6 Production to school 
17th July: Year 6 production to parents at 1:15 and 6:30 
p.m. 
20th July: Break up for summer holidays 

These dates are not exhaustive and some may 
change, but advance notice is always appreciated.  
Just so that you know, we have also planned a staff 
training day for Monday 13th November but this is in 
collaboration with other schools and the date is not 
finalised yet.  I will let you know a.s.a.p.  
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