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I hope you had a wonderful break over Christmas!  The children have come back calm and 

ready to learn. 

On Thursday 18th January, all Reception, Y1 and Y2 children will receive a free pizza or 

vegetarian hot dog and arctic roll or mini doughnuts and there is no need for packed 

lunches on that day (unless that is your preference of course).   

There is currently a vacancy for a Parent Governor and nomination forms are attached with this Newsletter.  
If you are interested, please do come and ask what is involved.  We are particularly interested to hear from 
anyone with a financial background, but do not let that put you off if you have the skills – it is a preference not 
essential. 

Staffing Matters 

I am delighted to say that our new Mid-Day Supervisor to replace Mrs Williams is Mrs Williams!  She 
will start the last week in January and yes they are related (daughter in law).  Welcome aboard! 
I am very sorry to say that Miss Shelley, who is usually your first point of contact with the school, will 
be leaving at half term and her kindness and good humour will be very sorely missed!  That leaves a 
vacancy.  If you know anyone who has experience in administration please point them towards the 
advertisement on Wolverhampton Council Jobspot next week or come in for an application pack.   
I am sure you will be delighted to know that Miss Reeves our teacher in in Year 1 is now a 
permanent member of staff at the school and a very welcome addition! 
Mr Edwards is now the class teacher in Year 3 and Mrs Wakefield has swapped to a floating role 
across different year groups.   
Mrs Akyol will be providing cover in Reception class on a Monday for teachers statutory non-contact 
time for the foreseeable future. 

Afternoon Nursery is now up and running with Mrs Bowell at the helm.  If you need a place, 

just contact the school and we will talk you through the application process. 

Reminders 

 Please sign up to Twitter and follow @claregatepri for school news and important information.  As you 
have seen in the bad weather this gives you the heads up quicker than having to log onto the website. 

 Do not send nut products in school lunch boxes please, because of the risk to children with allergies.  
This includes Nutella. 

 Lunchboxes and PE kits should come with children in the morning not via the office staff as the day 
goes on.  Many thanks! 

 Please provide up to date telephone numbers and contact information if things change. 

There is no stigma about coming late to school and children are happily breezing through the front door as if 
this is normal. 26 were late on one day last week – the equivalent of a whole class.  While we understand that 
everyone has the odd crisis sometimes, left unchallenged this becomes the norm and for some families 
coming late is becoming usual.  The local authority and school staff will be doing a “late gate” check soon.  We 
have the right to mark latecomers as absent, but we want to give everyone a chance to remedy this 
themselves, before we start going down the fine route. 

I have not received any suggestions about communication of homework, but please do feel 
free to chat and suggest things – we are listening. 
Mrs Gollings will no longer be teaching piano in school but Mr Hall will be taking on her 
students so nobody loses out. 

Thank you for the Rainbow Day fundraising money.  The total was £1,054 and we are very 
grateful for your participation! 

New Dates for Your Diary 
Thursday 18th January – School Meal as above for Reception Y1 and 2. 
W/C Monday 22nd January Reception Medicals via the School Nursing team. 
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