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Assessment Information for Parents / Carers 
 
 
 
We use regular and accurate assessment to measure how well our pupils are 
performing at school.  We use different assessment techniques to form an overall 
judgement of how well pupils are learning.   
 
At Claregate, we use a combination of formative and summative assessment as 
outlined below: 
 
Formative Assessment (Assessment for Learning – AfL) 
 
Formative assessment is a powerful way of raising pupils’ achievement. It is based 
on the principle that pupils will improve most if they understand the aim of their 
learning, where they are in relation to this aim and how they can achieve the aim. 
 
 

Formative assessments are used to: At Claregate we use this… 

 identify pupils’ strengths and gaps in 
their skills/knowledge 

 identify next steps for learning 

 inform future planning 

 enable appropriate strategies to be 
employed 

 facilitate the setting of appropriate 
targets for the class, group, and 
individual 

 track pupil’s rate of progress 

 facilitate an evaluation of the 
effectiveness of teaching and 
learning  

 inform future teaching and learning 
strategies 

 identify individuals and groups for 
specific intervention support. 

 

 Before lessons: planning specific 
lesson content pitched appropriately, 
setting expectations of learning via 
differentiated success criteria. 

 In lessons: observing pupils’ 
learning, effectively using open 
questioning to check and deepen 
understanding, providing verbal 
feedback. 

 At the end of lessons: marking 
work in a forensic way using ‘Tickled 
Pink’ and ‘Green for Growth’ 
providing opportunities to address 
misconceptions and deepen 
understanding allowing staff to 
effectively plan next steps. 

 On-going: providing evidence for 
teacher assessment grids to help 
facilitate half-termly judgments. 
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Summative Assessment - Assessment of Learning 
 
Summative assessment (Assessment of Learning) is important for informing both 
parents and teachers of a pupil’s attainment and progress. This will also inform 
whole school target setting and prediction of a cohort’s future attainment 
 
 

Summative assessments are used to: At Claregate pupils will complete: 

 identify attainment through one-off 
tests at any given point in time 

 record performance in a specific 
area on a specific date 

 provide end of key stage test data 
against which the school will be 
judged  

 ensure statutory assessments at the 
end of EYFS, KS1 and KS2 are met  

 provide information about cohort 
areas of strength and areas for 
development to build from in the 
future 

 Half-termly Rising Stars tests in 
Reading, GPS, Mathematics and 
Science.  

 Writing assessment grids for writing. 

 Half-termly Star Reading tests via 
Accelerated Reader to provide an 
accurate reading age from Y2-6 and 
in Y1 when appropriate. 

 Statutory assessments in EYFS, Key 
Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 

 
Teacher assessment grids and EYFS 
tracking grids will be updated by staff 
throughout the year to provide 
judgments at specific assessment 
points. 
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Assessment in Y1-6 
 
We regularly assess pupils in Reading, Writing, GPS (Grammar, Punctuation and 
Spelling), Mathematics, Science and Phonics (in EYFS and Key Stage 1) each half 
term. We assess learning in four broad categories against the required standard for 
each year group: Working Below, Working Towards, Working At and for those 
pupils exceeding the year group standard – Mastery.  Each broad category is then 
sub-divided into – (just below), at and + (just above). 
 
For each subject pupils are given a teacher assessment grade on the scale below:  
 
Attainment Grade 

Working Below XWB- 

XWB 

XWB+ 

Working Towards XWT- 

XWT 

XWT+ 

Working At XWA- 

XWA 

XWA+ 

Mastery  XM- 

XM 

XM+ 

 
 
For each year group X is replaced by the number of the year group.  Therefore a 
child in Year 2 achieving just below the year group standard will be given a grade in 
the range of 2WT+ / 2WA-.  A pupil who is working at the required standard in Year 2 
will be graded 2WA. 
 
In deriving a judgment teachers use a combination of test evidence and on-going 
assessment of learning within the classroom.  We have regular assessment weeks 
where pupils complete tasks to assess specific aspects of their learning. Overall this 
forms a teacher assessment which we enter into our tracking system - DCPro. 
 
We use DCPro to facilitate staff recording both a pupil’s attainment and progress.  
Progress is how a pupil has progressed in their learning from a given starting point.  
Attainment is the overall grade a pupil receives at a specific assessment point.  Half 
termly pupil progress meetings are held between teacher and the Deputy 
Headteacher to discuss progress.  Those pupils who are not making the required 
progress are identified and strategies are put in place to ensure that these pupils 
accelerate their progress.  
 
Should you require any further information about school assessment procedures 
then please do not hesitate to contact your child’s class teacher. 
 
 
Mr D J Saunders 
Deputy Headteacher 


