
 

 We are still collecting the Sun book vouchers. If you or anyone you know has any, please hand 
them to your child’s teacher or the office.  

 Every time you place an order of over £10 on The Book People, a donation of £1 will be given to 
the school. Simply follow the link below, select our school and then continue shopping! 
https://www.thebookpeople.co.uk/bigbookboost 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Newsletter Autumn 2 

Year 6’s trip to the Grand Theatre 

15 lucky children form Year 6 had the opportunity to watch author and comedian David Baddiel talk about 
his new book ‘The Taylor Turbochaser’ at the Grand Theatre last month. The children received a free copy of 
his book with two of the pupils being very eager to review the book.  

Welcome to the second edition of the Claregate Reading newsletter where we share news about what 
is going on throughout school to support our children in accessing and enjoying books. We have had a 
great half term promoting a love of books, developing reading initiatives and getting our teeth into a 
good book in class! We hope you have a lovely Christmas (with plenty of reading!) 

Don’t forget! 

‘This story is about a girl in a wheelchair 
who wants to drive a car… and then her 
dream comes true! It was called the Taylor 
Turbo Chaser.’ 

‘I love the middle of the story because it is 
funny and enjoyable!’ 

- Shannon, Year 6. 

‘Amy Taylor is a tomboy who loves cars. But ever since an 
accident she thinks she is unable to drive. Until now…’ 

‘My favourite quote from the book is ‘…Just drive. Oh, I will, 
and she threw the direction lever forward. The rest of her 
family were thrown back in their chairs. And the Taylor 
TurbochaserMark 2 sounded, well like the devil clearing his 
throat. Down they went, down the hill, towards the track, 
Amy’s hands gripping the wheel, and she flew.’ 

‘I loved the ending (and the whole book) because it is a way of 
showing that people in wheelchairs can still drive and do all the 
things that we can do. Equality!’ 

- Paighton, Year 6. 

 

https://www.thebookpeople.co.uk/bigbookboost


Each half term, two teachers will review a children’s book that they have recently read. For 
this edition, it is the turn of Miss Reeves and Mrs Plant. 

Year 3 received a special gift in the post this week from author and storyteller Margaret Bateson-Hill, who 
has been their pen pal since the start of the year. They couldn’t wait to read the book and hope to share it 

with the other year groups soon. 

Miss Reeves’ book review 

A moving story with an important 
message. This book is filled with warmth, 

hope and humanity. 

It tells the story of eleven-year-old Aya 
who has just arrived in Britain with her 
younger brother and her mum, seeking 

asylum from war-torn Syria. After 
developing a love of ballet and winning a 
prestigious scholarship, the book tells the 
story of her family’s struggle to stay in 

their new home.  

Mrs Plant’s book review 

Who wants to be normal? Twelve year old Marinka 
does.  

She lives in a house with chicken legs, yes chicken 
legs, anything but normal.  

This book explores the adventures              
Marinka goes on and the decisions                   
that she must make in the hope of         fulfilling 
her dreams. Were they worth it?                         
… Try the book to find out.  

 

Can you help us? 

We are looking for a double decker bus 
to convert into a library. If you or 

anyone you may know may be able to 
source a bus, please let either Miss 

Reeves or Mrs Plant know. Thank you! 

 

Last month, the whole school from Nursery 
to Year 6 took part in a ‘Rhyme Off’. Each 
year group performed a nursery rhyme. We 

heard traditional songs, as well as those 
from other cultures and languages. 

In case you missed it! 


