
Coming soon… 
   Book fair 
The book fair is coming! Straight after half term, the Scholastic Travelling Books book fair will be coming to 
visit. As always, each class will have an opportunity to browse the selection of books and reading materials 
during the school day. Then, the book fair will be available after school on Tuesday 25th, Wednesday 26th and 
Thursday 27th for children, parents and carers from 3 – 4pm. You will be able to spend the World Book Day 
vouchers at the fair. 
 
   World Book day 
This year, we are celebrating World Book Day on Friday 28th February. We would love the children to dress up 
as a character from a chosen book. For anyone who would prefer not to dress up, it will be a mufti-day. We 
kindly ask for a donation of £1 from all pupils.  
 
   Pyjamarama  
In June, we will be hosting our first Pyjamarama day where we will ask the children to spend a fun-filled day in 
pyjamas and donate £1 to help give every child a bedtime story. More information will be shared closer to the 
date but for more information, follow the link.  
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/programmes-and-campaigns/pyjamarama/ 
 
 Reading Café Coffee Morning 
Next half term, we are planning to host a ‘reading café’ where we will encourage parents/carers to browse 
Book Menus. There will be lots of titles to peruse and some home-reading activities to help create a love of 
reading. More information will be given out when a date is arranged. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Author spotlight 

             This half term, our ‘author spotlight’ is under Margaret Bateson-Hill. Margaret began composing 
stories with her sister when they would act out stories they had made up. She now shares these stories in 

schools, libraries and museums across the country.  
We are very excited to welcome the author and storyteller to our school for our World Book Day 

celebrations on Friday 28th March. Margaret has been Year 3’s pen pal since September so it will be great 
to meet her in person! 

 
Year 3 have been writing to the author 

Reading Newsletter Spring 1 
Welcome to the Spring 1 reading newsletter. We have been busy promoting Reading for Pleasure at 
Claregate this half term. In this edition, we are sharing upcoming events, brilliant book reviews and 

showing off the books we have been reading throughout the school. 

Can you help us? 
We have created ‘Reading for Pleasure’ surveys for the children, teachers and parents/carers so that, as a school, we can 

find out more about the reading habits and interests of the children at Claregate. If you would like to complete the 
parents/carers survey, they will be available on the school website or, if you prefer a physical copy, ask your child’s 

teacher! The surveys will also be available at the book fair. 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/programmes-and-campaigns/pyjamarama/


 

 

 

 

Each half term, two teachers will review a children’s book that they have recently read. For this edition, it 
is the turn of Mrs Binnall from Year 1 and Mr Bird from Year 5. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Books throughout the years… 

Have a look at the books we have been reading across the school lately.  

 

 

 

 The Way Back Home by Oliver Jeffers 

A funny, warming story which allows 
children to explore the depths of 
friendship and companionship. The 
colourful illustrations appeal to children 
of all ages and allows the children’s 
imagination to grow. This engaging story 
brings to life the experience of a young 
boy who, one day, found himself 
stranded on the moon.        
However,           
he was not alone… 

Mrs Binnall 

The Boy, The Mole, The Fox and The Horse by Charlie Mackesy 

This wonderful, uplifting book is accessible for anyone whether you 
are eight or eighty. Although there is a lack of plot or story, the 
book is full of inspiring and thought-provoking moments, 
accompanied by beautiful illustrations. You could almost read the 
book without any words and just make inferences about the 
pictures to tell your own story. In addition to the entrancing 
illustrations and compelling quotes, the incorporation of humour, 
from the mole, provides a needed contrast in emotion. As mental 
health and wellbeing are a massive obstacle at the moment, the 
words of wisdom provide a personal and relatable approach that 
anybody can benefit from.        
I would highly recommend this          
book due to the life lessons people            
can take from it.            
“Life is difficult, but you are loved,”                    
a perfect quote to summarise this             
lovely book. 

Mr Bird 

 

Useful links: 
 Check out author Pie Corbett’s Reading Spines for recommended texts and ideas to encourage Reading for Pleasure. 
https://www.scholastic.co.uk/piecorbett/resources 
 
 A full list of books broken down for each year group. 
https://www.booksfortopics.com/yeargroups 
 
 

Year 5 

Year 3 

Year 4 

Year 2 

Year 6 

Year 1 Reception 

https://www.scholastic.co.uk/piecorbett/resources
https://www.booksfortopics.com/yeargroups

